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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood; Jack and Joyce Green; Jack is 


recovering from an auto accident; Tyra 


Jones; Mrs. Alice Frasier now in assisted


living. Chris Jackson; Irene Adams;  


James Adams also; David Nash; Elaine Clem;


 June Guyton suffering with back pain for some


time. Bro. Donnie Gilbert’s sister; Donnie 


Gilbert‘s problem with his back; Audrey 


Statham; Melinda Hampson, recovering from


 surgery;  Liz Jackson’s mother; Bonnie Smith;


 





Expecting mothers: Stephanie Adams; Emily


 Clark; Amanda Pink; Megan Borders; Jessica


 Jackson; Alex Bowman; Anna Tramell;





________________________________________
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---James Adams


 Song Leader----Roger Pink


Lord's Supper---Brad Bowman


   Asst. 1-----Grant Hicks 


   Asst. 2-----Ryan Pink


   Asst. 3-----Donnie Gilbert


   Asst. 4-----Lloyd Jackson


   Asst. 5-----Jeff Lacquement 


2nd Prayer---Collins Boayke


Read Scripture-Woody McClendon 


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Dion Clark


Closing Prayer---Sterling Borders 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Steven Tramell





Special Service


Led by Sam Adams





Lord's Supper---Brad Bowman


Announcements—Dion Clark


Closing Prayer---Joey Jackson


Wednesday PM Services


Song leader---Jeff Lentz


 Invitation---Zack Adams


 Closing Prayer---Lloyd Jackson





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call Sam Adams 678-982-4398


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 








THE MOUNTAIN VIEW


MESSENGER


Vol. 9				12/29/2013	®		Issue 52





   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5
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Steve Huff
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Seed For


THOUGHT




















The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








Can we live Without God?





As the past holidays approached, there was sudden increase in the down play of Christianity as anything more than a mystical religious obsession of a lot of people. As political correctness kicked in more and more, the media was quick to point out that there were other religions to which we must pay attention. As these ideas developed and were pushed forward, there was raised the absurd question, "can man live without God"? The question brought about a discussion by several so called scholars from different religions to decide the matter and was promoted as a program not to be missed. As the program developed, an even more absurd question was raised by a Jewish fellow, who asks, "Can God live without us"? It was his belief that He could not. 


         I did not see much of the program and normally I do not pay much attention to such nonsense, because it comes from a total lack of knowledge of God and utter contempt for his word. Such ideas denounce God and need go no further. As we consider, however, our walk with God in the coming year, it would do us well to consider the alternative to these questions.


      In one sense the answer to both questions is "yes". Yes, man can live without God; millions do it each day and have done so from time beginning. In the Roman letter, Paul describes this state; “because that, knowing God, they glorified him not as God, neither gave thanks; but became vain in their reasonings, 


and their senseless heart was darkened.  Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 


(Rom. 1:21- 22) for that they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, (Rom 1:25)


				Cont on Page 3





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study


We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. 





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








   Guard Yourselves from Idols





In the year 155, the venerable Bishop of Smyrna, Polycarp, was arrested and charged with treason for teaching Christians not to worship pagan gods and for refusing to worship the Roman Emperor as a god.  Led into a packed stadium in Smyrna, Polycarp was ordered to renounce Christ or die.  His reply echoes through the centuries:  “Eighty and six years have I served Him, and He never did me an injury; how then can I blaspheme my King and my Savior?”





Every generation has had to wrestle with the sin of idol worship; substituting something else for God.  The ancient Israelites had their golden calf.  The Babylonian captives were required to worship the Babylonian deities.  The early Christians had to resist the call to


worship the emperor.  The pressure to conform and give in was intense, but faithful believers like Joshua, Daniel, and Polycarp resisted—sometimes at the cost of their lives.





Why is idol worship condemned in Scripture?  Because no idol can save us from our sins.  Then why is it so popular?  Because no idol will condemn us for our sins.





Let us choose whom we will serve:  and idol that allows us to sin, or the Lord, who saves us from our sin.





		(Author Unknown)





Alexander’s Advice


By Jeff Himmel





   The army of Alexander the Great was preparing for another battle.  When all was in order, the troops lined up for an inspection by the general himself.


   As Alexander walked among the ranks, one particular soldier caught his attention.  The young man stood slouching, his armor in disarray, his mind obviously not on the task at hand.  The general stopped in front of him and looked in his eyes.


   “Young man, what is your name?” he inquired. The unkempt soldier replied nervously, “Alexander, sir.”


   The great conqueror paused in thought for a moment, then said to the young man, “Either change your name, or change your ways.”


   Each person who professes to be a “Christian” bears the name of the Son of God.  Therefore his life ought to be conformed to what Christ wants.  Paul exhorted, “walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called” (Ephesians 4:1).  If our walk is without humility, without love, without reverence, without godliness – without the things God requires of His people – then we are unfit to wear the name “Christian.”  Jesus compels us not merely to call Him “Lord,” but to do His will in all things and let Him be Lord in our lives (Matthew 7:21).


  Christian, if that is not the case with you, then take Alexander’s advice.


    Either change your name, or change your ways.














The Need for Gospel Sermons


By James D. Berkley





Several years ago the British Weekly printed a letter to the editor:





Dear Sir:


    I notice that ministers seem to set a great deal of importance on their sermons and spend a great deal of time in preparing.  I have been attending services quite regularly for the past thirty years and during that time, if I estimate correctly, I have listened to no less than 3,000 sermons, but to my consternation, I discover that I cannot remember a single one of them.  I wonder if a minister’s time might be more profitably spent on something else?


     That letter triggered an avalanche of angry responses for weeks.  Sermons were castigated and defended by lay and clergy, but eventually a single letter closed the debate:





My Dear Sir:


     I have been married for thirty years.  During that time I have eaten 32,850 meals—mostly of my wife’s cooking.  Suddenly I have discovered that I cannot remember the menu of a single meal.  And yet, I received nourishment from every one of them.  I have the distinct impression that without them, I would have starved to death long ago.
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He goes on to describe their morality, the like of which is present in our society today. To the latter question, the answer is yes, "God can live without us".  In his description of their sinful state Paul says, several times, that God "gave them up" and in verse 28 says it was to a "reprobate mind". That is a mind, which must be rejected by God, and it was of His own will.


     But is this what God and our relationship to Him is meant to be? Certainly not, for it is in His image that we are made (Gen.1: 26). The alternative answer, therefore, is No, we can not live in that image without Him and No, He does not want to live without us. Consider the price He paid. " For the grace of God hath appeared, bringing salvation to all men, instructing us, to the intent that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly and righteously and godly in this present world; looking for the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a people for his own possession, zealous of good works. (Titus 2:11-14) God desires a relationship with those who choose Him, but it is not without conditions.


     As we seek Him in the coming year, let us do so through knowledge of Him (II Pet 1: 3) and "seeing we are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us". (Heb. 12:1-2) 


      Foolish questions matter not.


       


		Joe Phillips











